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BY THE HOUSE OF DELEGATES, 

JANUARY 12th, 1867. 
Read, and five copies ordere! to he printed immediately for 

each Member, and one hundred copies for the Clerk’s office. 


THE PREPARATION, INTRODUCTION, AMEND- 
MENT AND PASSAGE OF BILLS. 


PREPARATION OF BILLS. 
Form or Act To REPEAL A SECTION. 


Section 1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Mary- 
land, That section — of Article — of the Code of Public 
General (or Local) Laws, entitled, (here insert title) be and 
the same is hereby repealed. Ok 


FoRM TO AMEND A SECTION. 


SECTION 1. Be tt enacted by the General Assembly of Mary- 
land, That section — of Article — of the Code of Public Gen- 
eral (or Local) Laws, entitled (here insert title) be amended 
and re-enacted so as to read as follows: 


(Here insert section as amended, with the number of the 
section, as in the Code.) 


To ADD NEW SECTIONS TO THE CopE. 


Section 1. Be at enacted by the General Assembly of Mary- 
land, That the following sections (bere describe the subject) be 
added to Article — of the Code of Pnblic General (or Local) 
Laws, entitled (here insert title) and be arranged under the 
head of in said Article, 


Section 1. 
Section 2, &c. &e. ‘ 


To ADD A NEW ARTICLE TO THE CopE. 


Section 1, Be 2 enacted by the General Assembly of Mary- 
land, That the following Article be ad:led to the Code of Pub- 
lic General Laws under the title of d 

Section 1, 

Section 2, 

Section 3, 


2 
TITLE TO BILLS. 


Form oF TITLE To AMEND A SECTION. 


A bill entitled, an Act to amend the — section of Article 
— of the Code of Public General (or Local) Laws, entitled 
(here insert title) [here briefly describe the subject of the bill. ] 


The title of bills to repeal, to add to, &c., may be framed 
in similar form, varying according to the object and intention 
of the Act. 


INTRODUCTION OF BILLS. 


Before a bill can be introduced, leave must be obtained. 
The leave is granted, not fora member, but a Committee, 
(either Standing or Select) to introduce a bill. The proper 
proceeding is, for the member on whose motion leave has 
been granted to prepare a draft of his bill and hand it to the 
Chief Clerk, who delivers it to the Chairman of the Com- 
mittee to which itis referred ; the bill is considered in Com- 
mittee, and if a favorable report is determined on, the Chair- 
man hands it to the Chief Clerk, who has it copied in bill form, 
and again delivers it to the Chairman of the Committee, who 
reports it to the House. 

To insure speed and accuracy in the transaction of business 
this form should be strictly observed. 


AMENDING BILLS BEFORE THE HOUSE. 


House bills are open to amendment on the second reading, 
and Senate bills on their third. 

When a bill is before the House for amendment it is read 
by sections, and amendments are only in order to the section 
under consideration. After that is passed, it can be returned | 
only by a vote of the House. 

An amendment submitted should be plainly written, and | 
endorsed with the name of the Member submitting it, indi- 
eating the section and the line to be amended, thus: 

In section —, line —, after the word “ ,’’ insert the 
words ‘‘—— ,” or, in section —, line —, strike out the 
Words ‘‘ , and insert the words ‘‘ ;’’ or, in section 
—, strike out all after the word ‘‘ ,’ and insert ‘*——.”’ 


When an amendment has been submitted to a section un- | 
der consideration, it is competent for any member to submit | 
an amendment to the amendment, but there the amendments 
must cease until the latter has been disposed of. 

- When, however, an amendment has been submitted, the | 


intention of which is to strike out the entire section, it is com- | 
petent for a Member to submit an amendment to the section | 


— 


oe 


and another, an amendment to that amendment. When the 
two latter are disposed of, other amendments in the same de- 
gree can be proposed. The question on the motion to strike 
out being postponed, until the friends of the measure have an 
opportunity of making it acceptable by amendments. 


PREAMBLES AND TITLES. 
After the bill has been considered, the preamble comes up 


for adoption, and the vote is taken on the whole by yeas and 
nays. The title is then open to amendment. 


HOUSE BILLS AMENDED BY THE SENATE. 


When a bill is returned from the Senate with amendments, 
the question is taken upon the adoption of the Senate’s 


amendments. The proper motion then is if the amendments 


are agreeable to the committee which introduced the bill, 
‘‘Mr. Speaker, I move that the House concur in the amend- 
ments of the Senate.’’ The question is taken upon the adop- 
tion of the motion. If agreed to, the bill as amended, is 
passed by yeas and nays. If not agreeable to the committee, 
a motion that the House do not concur in the Senate’s amend- 
ments is the proper one, and if sustained by a vote of the 
House, the Chairman of the committee submits for adop- 
tion a message to the Senate, as follows: 


By THE House or DELEGATES, 


January —, 1867. 
Gentlemen of the Senate: 


The House of Delegates having refused to concur in amend- 
ments proposed by the Senate to the House bill entitled, 
(here insert title,) we respectfully request your Honorable 
Body to recede from said amendments. 


Should the Senate agree to recede, the bill stands as orig- 
inally passed by the House. Should the Senate adhere to its 
amendments, a message is dispatched to the House, usually 
in this form: 


By THE SENATE, 
January —, 1867. 
Gentlemen of the House of Delegates : 


We have received your message requesting the Senate to 
recede from its amendments to House bill entitled, (title in- 
serted.) We respectfully.inform you that the Senate adheres 
to its amendments, and propose, with your concurrence the 
the appointment of a Joint Committee of conference, on the 
disagreeing votes of the two Houses. We have named on the 
the part of the Senate Messrs. 
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A message is then returned as follows : 
By tue Hovsse or DELza@atEs, 


January —, 1867. 
Gentlemen of the Senate : 


e We have received your message proposing the appoint- 
ment of a Joint Committee of conference on the disagreeing | 
votes of the two Houses on the bill entitled (insert title,) and | 
respectfully inform you that we concur therein. We have 
appointed on the part of the House Messrs. 


The report of the Committee on Conference is then submit- 
ted by the Chairman of the Senate Committee to the Senate, 
and the Chairman of the House Committee to the House, and 
passed by yeas and nays. The bill then stands as amended 
by the Committee of Conference. 


Should the Committee of Conference not be able to agree, 
the bill is rejected. 


et 


